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COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes

We made it! Congratulations to all of our students, staff, and families for not only surviving but thriving at Cole
School during a global pandemic. This was certainly a year for the history books and we lived it! I couldn’t be
prouder of the effort each member of our community gave to make this the best school year we possibly could
given the many restrictions we faced. We wish everyone a fun filled and joyous summer vacation! We look
forward to seeing you in September!

I’d like to take a moment to thank Mrs. Kristin Walsh for her love and care for our students as she worked in her
special education role. She is headed off to enjoy time with her young family. Also, a big thank you to Mr. John
McCann for bringing such expertise and passion to band instruction for our band students. We wish him all the
best as he transitions to retirement. Many thanks to Ms. Colleen Grace for joining us this year as a long term
special education teacher.  We wish her all the best as she moves on.

This week we were able to have Field Day activities for each grade level. It was so much fun and will certainly be
memorable, especially for those that were out in the heavy rain. Please see the Cole PTO facebook page for lots
of pictures from each grade level.

We were also able to celebrate our phenomenal 5th grade class with activities each day and a Luau Picnic on
Thursday. A big shout out to the grade 5 teachers and the PTO for finding fun ways to celebrate this special time
for our students. We wish them all the best at Norwell Middle School and know they will make us proud in all that
they decide to pursue!

All students in K-4 participated in Move Up Day today. They traveled to their new classroom space and met their
new teacher and classmates. While most students are thrilled with their placement, some may be upset that they
were not placed with a best friend or the desired teacher. That’s an opportunity to discuss making new friends and
potentially a new favorite teacher. As a reminder, we spend months on placement and take parent input into
consideration with no guarantees. Classroom teachers create the lists with great care, and I assign teacher names
to those lists with great care. No changes will be made to a student’s placement.



Report cards will be available on Aspen by 3 pm today. Families will receive an email alerting them that report
cards are available on Aspen.

Classroom supply lists will be available on each teacher’s Schoology course at the end of July/beginning of
August. Families will be alerted to the Schoology update via email when it is ready. We will be purchasing
crayons, colored pencils, markers, and other classroom supplies in bulk. Teachers will then only be seeking
specific supplies on the school supply list (for example - Pendaflex file).

Summer reading plans will be sent home with your child with a letter attached outlining the expectations for
summer reading and math practice. Please be sure to check your child’s backpack for this information. As a
reminder, students in grades K-2 can access Lexia through Clever through July 31st.

A Lost & Found table is set up in the front of the building under the canopy.  Please stop by if
your child has lost any belongings.  All remaining items will be donated on June 21st.

Counselors’ Corner

Happy summer! This week in our final SEL lessons, we reflected on this monumental year and took a minute to
honor ourselves for being flexible and resilient. We, collectively, have been navigating through a huge storm but in
different boats, so we are hoping that you get some time this summer to recharge and enjoy the return of some
normality.

Mrs. Walsh will be welcoming a baby later this summer, so she will be on maternity leave through late November. In
the meantime, Dr. Ciolkosz and additional clinical staff/interns will be here to support Cole students and staff.
Please reach out to your child’s teacher or Dr. Ciolkosz in the fall with any social-emotional concerns.

Resource of the Week - Regardless of how your child learns or moves through the world, these tips can help
make it a fun, safe summer for the whole family!

Library Corner

Summer reading plans were completed during library time and will be going home today!  Encourage your children
to read as much as they can this summer.  Remember, Cole students can read whatever they want, and the
summer reading plan is just a reminder to read.  If you have an incoming 6th grader who hasn’t chosen their two
books from the 6th grade required selection list from Norwell Middle School, the link of choices is here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fg8KSG371gzy_PPRLzcrMKN48qM910NP/view.

Make sure you carve out some time to visit the brand new Norwell Public Library this summer too.  NPL’s 2021
summer reading programs can be found here:
https://www.norwellpubliclibrary.org/index.php/2013-06-13-20-35-04/summer-reading. To hear about the program
from our new children’s librarian at NPL click here! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfxLbZbqAXg

https://childmind.org/article/strategies-for-a-successful-summer-break/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fg8KSG371gzy_PPRLzcrMKN48qM910NP/view
https://www.norwellpubliclibrary.org/index.php/2013-06-13-20-35-04/summer-reading
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfxLbZbqAXg

